





Summary of Epidemiologic Findings:
General Points

¢ Results differ by how exposure is assessed
Self reported: yes/no vs. graded exposures
Self-reported exposure vs. modeled exposure
Unadjusted vs. adjusted estimates (possible confounding)

¢ Results differ by health outcome of interest

Respiratory symptoms, other defined symptoms types
Multisymptom illness complexes
Diagnosed medical conditions

¢ Among veterans who served inthe Gulf War,
exposure to oil fire smoke associated with:

Short-term respiratory symptoms
Diagnosed and self-reported asthm a(ORs~1.4-2.8)

Chronic multisymptom conditions (ORs~1.5-4.5)
(possible dose-response effect—proximity and duration)

e 65-8080f Gulf vets report some exposure to oil fire smoke
during deployment; duration and intensity vary

* 30% report eating food contaminated with oil or smoke

Oil Well Fires and the Health of Gulf War
Veterans: Remaining Questions

e Is Gulf War-related multisymptom illness linked to exposure to
smoke from oil well fires?
Asingle exposure?
Asaresultofinteraction with other exposures?

- Areincreased rates ofasthma or other diagnosed conditions
associated with exposure to oil well fire smoke?

« Arethere additional health concerns for military personnel
located very close to burning wells for an extended period?








