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Document 1 — Overview of FY2005 VA Funding for Gulf War Research

Overview of FY2005 VA Funding for Gulf War Research
(summarized from information provided by Dr. Kupersmith 9/13/03)

VA’s Office of Research and Development has provided information to the Committee indicating that just
over 9 million dollars was allocated for Gulf War Research projects in FY2005. The two major questions
addressed below are: 1) When were these projects initially funded? and 2) What types of projects were
funded? Additional information is provided on funding provided for ALS and lung cancer research in
FY2005.

When were FY2005 Gullf War Research projects initially funded?

Total FY2005 Gulf War Research Funding/ By Funding Period

Total Funding for Gulf War Research in FY2005 $9,125,736  (100%)
Projects funded prior to FY2005 85,336,188  (58%)
Projects funded in response to FY2004 RFA $2.074,741  (23%)
Additional projects funded in FY2005 $1,714,807  (15%)

The majority of the FY2005 Gulf War Research funding (58%) was for projects funded prior to FY2005,
as indicated above. About $3.8 million was allocated in FY2005 for previously unfunded research, of
which over half was for projects submitted in response to the special April, 2004, Gulf War Illness RFA.
Thus, only $1.7 million (19%) of the $9.1 million funding identified as being allocated for Gulf War
Research in FY2005 was for projects newly-approved and funded in FY2005.

What tvpes of projects were funded? Research Newlv-Approved and Funded in FY2005

Gulf War Research Projects Newly- Approved and Funded in FY2005/ By Research Topic
Total Funding for Newly- Approved and Funded Gulf War Research in FY2005 $1,714,807  (100%)

ALS research (not Gulf War-specific) $ 819,216  (48%)
Projects with no clear relevance to the health of Gulf War veterans $ 476,620 (28%)
Projects related to multisymptom illnesses, Gulf War exposures $ 418,971 (24%)

As shown, of the $1.7 million allocated for Gulf War Research projects that were newly-approved and
funded in FY2003, nearly half (48%) was for ALS research and 28% was for projects unrelated to the
health of Gulf War veterans. The remainder ($418,971, or 24%) was allocated for projects related to Gulf
War veterans” multisymptom illnesses or the effects of Gulf War-related exposures. However, review of
specific projects in this category indicates that most of this “new” funding ($322,532) was provided to Dr.
Weiner’s group at the San Francisco VAMC, for continuation of ongoing neuroimaging studies of Gulf
War veterans. The remainder ($96,439) was provided for secondary analysis of data collected in VA’s
earlier clinical study of Gulf War-era veterans. This means that, depending on interpretation, either
$96,439, or no funding has been provided for new research projects specific to Gulf War veterans in
FY2005.
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‘What types of projects were funded? Total FY2003 Research Funded in FY 20035

Total FY2005 Gulf War Research Funding /By Research Topic

Total Funding for Gulf War Research in FY2005 39,125,736  (100%)
Projects related to multisymptom illnesses, Gulf War exposures $2,313,107  (25%)
Other projects specific to health of Gulf War veterans $ 209,897 (2%)
ALS research (not Gulf War-specific) $2,965,541  (32%)
Projects related to effects of psychological stress and psych illness $1,620,683  (18%)
Projects with no clear relevance to the health of Gulf War veterans $2,016,508 (22%)

The table above provides summary information on total funds allocated for GWI research in FY2005—
including new and ongoing projects. Overall, about 2.3 million of the 9.1 million dollar total (25%)
allocated for Gulf War Research in FY2005 was for projects that focused on the multisymptom illnesses
affecting Gulf War veterans, or on effects of Gulf War-related exposures. Additional FY2005 funding
included $209,897 (2% provided for other projects specifically relevant to the health of Gulf War
veterans, nearly $3 million (32%) for ALS research not specific to Gulf War veterans, about $1.6 million
{18%) for studies related to effects of psychological stress, and over $2 million (22%) for projects that
have no clear relevance to Gulf War veterans or Gulf War illnesses.

Information on Funding for ALS, Lung Cancer, and Restoring Function after Limb Loss

All ALS research funded after July, 2004, is identified as “ Gulf War Research”. None of the funded ALS
projects identified appear to be Gulf War-specific, or studies limited to Gulf War veterans. ALS research
represents the largest category of “Gulf War” research funded in FY2005.

In addition, the FY2005 “Gulf War Research™ category includes two previously-funded lung cancer
research projects totaling $462,746. Rates of respiratory illness and cancer have both been evaluated in
Gulf War veterans, and there has been no indication that lung cancer disproportionately affects this group.
Therefore, the lung cancer studies identified can not reasonably be considered Gulf War research.

The single “Gulf War” research study receiving the largest amount of funding ($1.3 million) in FY2005 is
a project that will focus on restoration of function after limb loss. Although this issue has been a problem
in Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom, it is not relevant to the health issues associated with
the 1990-1991 Gulf War.
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